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Creighton Farms (VA) Golf Club...Almost Heaven 52y 20, 2011
Even wilh the ever-expanding definition of what compiises the greater Washingion, DG
area, Aldie, Viroinia is stll considered  long ways aut The area, located just outside
historic Middleburg, is known for roling hills, affluent courty farmers and the Virginia
Galf Cup horse races. But @ new landmark is now gMing golfers 3 feason 1o make the
trek, Crelahton Farms Golf Club,

Initslly & pat of the
Ritz Carltn family of

propeties, the private

course is now a parl

of aresidential

community of stately

mansians that dotthe

course. From the

morment you enter the

wtought iron gates

you are treater like &

county stuire. The

Staff s courteous and

efficient, calling you by nme even ifyou are there for the firstime. You wil even be
escorted a3 persanal locker with your name on i

The course i currently using  compact but cornfortable building for as the temporary
clubhouse unti he main clubhouse is completed in September 2011, bt many galf
tourses woul be proud 1o have it a5 a permanent hame. Among the caol details s
ihe breezy slate patla overlooking the caurse and shehves and paneling that were
made ffom wood praduced on the property. The grass diving range has ample space
and grass landing areas, and the [arge puttingichipping reen give you an opportunity
o pracice the short game that you will defiritely need o the cou

The course tself is 35 good as its reputation. Measuring  hurly 7440 from the
professionaltses, the Jack Nicklaus Signature course Is challenging enough to have

hosen to hostthe 2011 Southwarth Senior PGA Professianal Natianal
Champianship. Butthere are fve sets of tees o ensure a fair and enjoyable round for
every skilllevel, Directar of Operations/Head Pro Mike Vidal has worked st some ofthe
best golf faciities in the wald and his attention ta detail can be seen in the meficulo,
care and landscaping of the course. Vidal points out that they even make sure thatall
afthe faitways are mown In the same direction; its something more easily deterted
when fiying over the course, butit's just another sigr of how much they care

Like most Nicklaus designs, you'll have plenty of spportunities to hit driver and you wil
e 3 happy camper ifyour ntural shot shape I6 3 Aghty fadeflety draw. But it not
aboutraw distance at Creighton Farms; this course puts a premium on a player who
an fake a good decisian and then execute the shot Any mental of physical hiccup
£0ulf leave you in & recession-depth bunker ar searching through the lovely local
foliage. The greens are quick and billard-smooth, but don't b foaled by their size. To
have & reasanable bitdie oppouniy, you must hit 3 tarost area that 1= generally no
morethen 1012 fest in diameter. Needless to say, competent wedge play wil be
rewarded

The signature hole is the majestic 11th, 3 624-yard downhill beauty. Make sure you
take a morment at the back tee to drink in the Stunning vistas of Loudon Caunty, Butthe
st memarable hole far our graup was number 12. & deceptive 367 yards fram the
member tees, the hole Is defended by flendishiy designed green with a false frantthat
rops offfaster than Charlie Sheen's career Ifthe pin s in the fron, its prety easyto
tum a birdie chance into an & Trust e an this.

Afler the roung, make time for 3 hiearly bowl of homernade chill, & Juicy Angus burger
and 3 glass of Virginia wine I the tlubhouse. The great food and pastoral views will
help to sealthe deal on one of local goif's best experiences. Admitedly ittakes an
invitation ar 3 mermbershi ta gt on this one, butifyou tan manage it o't miss out,
Creightan Farms may be younger thar the other clubs in tmwr, but even atthe tender
age of four tis the match of any course in the area, public or private.
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